Billing Code: 3510- KA-M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMVERCE

Nati onal Oceani c and At nospheric Adm nistration
[ Docket No. ]

RI'N 0648- ZA

Dean John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship, National Sea

Grant Col | ege Program

AGENCY: Office of Oceanic and Atnospheric Research, Nati onal

Cceani ¢ and At nospheric Adm nistration, Commrerce.

ACTI ON: Noti ce and Amendnent of FRN 000522149-1259-03.

SUMMARY: This notice announces that applications nay be
submtted for a Fell owship programwhich was initiated by the
Nati onal Sea Grant Office (NSGO), National Oceanic and

At nospheric Adm nistration (NOAA), in fulfilling its broad
educational responsibilities and | egislative nmandate of the
Sea Grant Act, to provide educational experience in the
policies and processes of the Legislative and Executive
Branches of the Federal Governnent to graduate students in
mari ne and aquatic-related fields. This notice also announces

that the Federal Register notice that solicited applications



for the program for FY 2002, published on Novenber 14, 2001
(66 FR 57039), is anended to allow excess funds to be used for
Fel l owship rel ated expenses.

DATES: Deadlines vary from programto program but
applications from prospective fellows to Sea Grant Coll eges
are generally due early to md-April. Contact your state’'s
Sea Grant program for specific deadlines (see |ist below).

Sel ected applications fromthe sponsoring Sea G ant
progranm(one original and two copies) are to be received in the
NSGO no | ater than 5:00 pm EDT on May 14, 2003. Awards are
anticipated to start on February 1, 2004. Applications may be
nodi fied to reflect the anended items while the March 26, 2003
notice should be consulted for all other requirenments

necessary for submtting an application.

ADDRESSES: Applications should be addressed to your |ocal Sea
Grant program Contact the appropriate state’s Sea G ant
programfromthe |ist below to obtain the mailing address, or
t he address may be obtained on the web site

http://ww. nsgo. seagrant. org/ SGDi rectors. htm .

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT: Ms. Ni kol a Garber, Knauss
Fel | ows Program Manager, National Sea Grant Coll ege Program
R/ SG, NOAA, 1315 East-West Hi ghway, Silver Spring, MD 20910,

Tel . (301) 713-2431 ext. 124; e-mail: nikol a.garber @oaa. gov.




Also call your nearest Sea Grant programor visit the web site

http://ww. nsgo. seagr ant . or g/ Knauss. ht ni .

SEA GRANT PROGRAMS

ALABAMA, M ssi ssi ppi - Al abama Sea Grant Consortium
(228) 818-8843

ALASKA, University of Alaska (907) 474-6840

CALI FORNI A, University of California, San Diego
(858) 534-4440

CALI FORNI' A, University of Southern California
(213) 821-1335

CONNECTI CUT, University of Connecticut (860) 405-9128
DELAWARE, University of Delaware (302) 831-2841
FLORI DA, University of Florida (352) 392-5870

GEORG A, University of Georgia (706) 542-5954

HAWAI |,  University of Hawaii (808) 956-7031
ILLINO' S, University of Illinois (217) 333-6444
| NDI ANA, University of Illinois (217) 333-6444

LOUI SI ANA, Loui siana Sea Grant (225) 578-6710

MAI NE, University of Maine (207) 581-1422

MARYLAND, University of Maryland (301) 403-4220 Ext. 10
MASSACHUSETTS, Massachusetts Institute of Technol ogy
(617) 253-7131

MASSACHUSETTS, Wbods Hol e Oceanographic Institution

(508) 289- 2557



M CHI GAN, University of Mchigan (734)615-4084

M NNESOTA, University of M nnesota (218) 726-8710

M SSI SSI PPI, M ssi ssi ppi - Al abama Sea Grant Consortium

(228) 818-8843

NEW HAMPSHI RE, University of New Hanpshire (603) 862-0122
NEW JERSEY, New Jersey Marine Science Consortium

(732) 872-1300 Ext. 21

NEW YORK, New York Sea Grant Institute, SUNY

(631) 632-6905

NORTH CAROLI NA, North Carolina State University

(919) 515-2454

OH O Ohio State University, (614) 292-8949

OREGON, Oregon State University, (541) 737-2714
PENNSYLVANI A, Pennsyl vania State University, (814) 898-6160
PUERTO RI CO, University of Puerto Rico (787) 832-3585
RHODE | SLAND, University of Rhode Island (401) 874-6802
SOUTH CAROLI NA, South Carolina Sea Grant Consortium

(843) 727-2078

TEXAS, Texas A&M University (979) 845-3854

VERMONT, University of Vernont (802) 656-0682

VIRGINIA, Virginia Graduate Marine Science Consortium (434)
924- 5965

WASHI NGTON, University of Washington (206) 543-6600

W SCONSI N, University of Wsconsin-Madi son (608) 262-0905



SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORMATI ON:

Dean John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship,

Nati onal Sea Grant Col | ege Program

Pur pose of the Fellowship Program

In 1979, the National Sea Grant O fice, NOAA, in fulfilling
its broad educational responsibilities, initiated a programto
provi de a uni que educati onal experience in the policies and
processes of the Legislative and Executive Branches of the
Federal Government to graduate students who have an interest
in ocean, coastal and Great Lakes resources and in the
national policy decisions affecting these resources. The U. S.
Congress recogni zed the value of this programand, in 1987,
Public Law 100-220 stipulated the Sea Grant Federal Fell ows
Program was to be a formal part of the National Sea G ant
Col I ege Program Act. The recipients are designated Dean John
A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellows pursuant to 33 U . S.C. 1127(b).

The National Sea Grant programis listed in the Catal og of

Federal Donestic Assistance under nunber 11.417: Sea G ant

Support.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Fol l owi ng recei pt of notice fromthe NSGO, the |ocal Sea G ant
programw || send an announcenent to all participating Sea
Grant institutions and canpuses.

ELI G BILITY



Any student who, on April 1, 2003, is in a graduate or

prof essional programin a marine or aquatic-related field at a
United States accredited institution of higher education in
the United States may apply.

LENGTH OF ASSI GNVENT

The | ength of the assignnment is for one-year and is non-
renewabl e. The inclusive dates of the official fellowship are
February 1 through January 31; however, these dates can be
slightly adjusted to accommopdat e academ ¢ senester needs.

HOW TO APPLY

| nterested students should discuss this fellowship with their

| ocal Sea Grant Program Director. Applicants from states not
served by a Sea Grant program should contact the Knauss
Fel |l ows Program Manager at the NSGO, subsequently, the
applicant will be referred to the appropriate Sea G ant
program  Applications nust be submtted with signature to the
| ocal Sea Grant program by the deadline set in the |ocal Sea
Grant announcenent (usually early to md-April). Each Sea
Grant program may select and forward to the NSGO no nore than
five (5) applicants based on the evaluation criteria used by
the NSGO in the national conpetition.

Sel ected applications (one original and two copies) are to be
received in the NSGO from the sponsoring Sea Grant program no

| ater than 5:00 pm EDT on May 14, 2003. Note that



applications arriving after the closing dates given above w ||
be accepted for review only if the applicant can docunent that
the application was provided to a delivery service that
guaranteed delivery to the appropriate address (see ADDRESSES)
prior to the specified closing date and tinme; in any event,
applications received by the NSGO | ater than two busi ness days
following the closing date will not be accepted. The
conpetitive selection process and subsequent notification to
the Sea Grant prograns will be conpleted by June 25, 2003.

Al'l unsuccessful applications will be destroyed one year after
subm ssi on date.

STI PEND AND EXPENSES

The | ocal Sea Grant programreceives and adm nisters the
overall grant of $38,000 per student on behalf of each Fell ow
selected fromtheir program O this amobunt, the | ocal Sea
Grant program provi des $32,000 to each Fellow for stipend and
living expenses (per diem). The additional $6,000 will be
used to cover mandatory health insurance for the Fell ow and
novi ng expenses; any renmai ning funds shall be used during the
Fel | owship year, first to satisfy academ c degree-rel ated
activities, and second for Fell owship-related activities.

I ndi rect costs are not allowable for either the Fell owships or
for any costs associated with the Fell owships, including

pl acement week. No matching funds are required. During the



Fel l owshi p, the host nmay provide supplenmental funds for work-
related travel by the Fellow

APPLI| CATI ON

An application must include:

(1) Personal and academi c curriculumvitae (not to exceed two
pages using 12 pt. font, 1 inch margins).

(2) A personal education and career goal statenment

enphasi zing the applicant’s abilities and the applicant’s
expectations fromthe experience in the way of career

devel opment (1000 words or less, 12 pt. font). Placenent
preference in the Legislative or Executive Branches of the
Government may be stated; this preference will be honored to
t he extent possible.

(3) Two letters of recomendation, including one fromthe
student’s major professor; if no mpjor professor exists, the
faculty person academ cally know ng the applicant best my be
substi t ut ed.

(4) A letter of endorsenment fromthe sponsoring Sea G ant
Program Di rector.

(5) Oficial copy of all undergraduate and graduate student
transcripts.

Applications that are bound or contain staples will not be
accepted. However, paperclips are acceptable.

Al'l applicants will be evaluated solely on their application



package according to the criteria |isted below. Therefore,

| etters of endorsenent from nenbers of Congress, friends,
relatives and others will not be accepted. Prior
contacts/arrangenents made with possi ble host offices will be
cause for immediate disqualification fromthe process.
EVALUATI ON CRI TERI A

The evaluation criteria will include:

(1) Quality of the applicant’s personal education and career
goal statenent.

(2) Endorsenent/content of the letter fromthe applicant’s Sea
Grant Program Director, the applicant’s nmajor professor and
second |l etter of reconmendati on.

(3) Strength of academ c performance and diversity of

educati onal background including extracurricular activities,
awar ds and honors (fromthe curriculumvitae and transcripts).
(4) Experience in marine or aquatic-related fields, oral and
written conmmunication skills, and interpersonal abilities.
The four evaluation criteria will be given equal weight.
SELECTI ON

Each step in the selection process is based on the eval uation
criteria listed. A panel is appointed by the Director of the
NSGO wi th input fromthe Sea G ant Association and the

Nati onal Sea Grant Revi ew Panel. The panel will include

representation fromthe Sea Grant Associ ation and the current,



and possi bly past, class of Fellows. Each panel nenber is
assi gned applications to review before the panel neeting.
During the panel neeting each application will be individually
di scussed. Followi ng this discussion, an individual score
will be provided by each panel menber. Once all applications
have been di scussed and scored, a nunmerical ranking will be
created based on the average of the panel nenber scores by the
Knauss program manager or designee. The successful applicants
will be in general selected based on the nunerical ranking,
however, the Knauss program nmanager may sel ect |ower ranking
applicants based on the follow ng factors: academ c discipline
and geographic representation. The successful applicants w |
then be placed into either the |egislative or executive group
by the Knauss Program Manger based upon the applicant’s stated
preference, the application materials submtted, and the

i ndi vi dual comments of the panel nmenbers. The nunber of

fell ows assigned to the Congress will be limted to 10.
FEDERAL POLI CI ES AND PROCEDURES

Fell ows receive funds directly fromtheir sponsoring Sea G ant
program and are consi dered to be subrecipients of Federal

assi stance. Therefore, fellows are not enployees of their

host agency or NOAA. The Department of Commerce Pre-Award
Noti fication Requirenments for Grants and Cooperative

Agreements contained in the Federal Register notice of October



1, 2000 (66 FR 49917), as anended by the Federal Register

noti ce published on COctober 30, 2002 (67 FR 66109), are
applicable to this

solicitation.

M NORI TY SERVI NG | NSTI TUTI ONS STATEMENT

Pursuant to Executive Orders 12876, 12900, and 13021, DOC/ NOAA
is strongly committed to broadening the participation of

Hi storically Black Coll eges and Universities (HBCU), Hispanic
Serving Institutions (HSI), and Tribal Colleges and
Universities (TCU) in its educational and research prograns.
The DOC/ NOAA vision, m ssion, and goals are to achieve full
participation by Mnority Serving Institutions (MSI) in order
to advance the devel opment of human potential, to strengthen
the Nation’ s capacity to provide high-quality education, and
to increase opportunities for MSIs to participate in and
benefit from Federal Financial Assistance progranms. DOC/ NOAA
encourages applicants from MSIs to participate. Institutions
eligible to be considered HBCU MSIs are |isted at the
following Internet website:

http://ww. ed. gov/ of fices/ OCR/ m norityinst. htn
CLASSI FI CATI ON

Prior notice and an opportunity for public comment are not
required by the Adm nistrative Procedure Act or any other |aw

for this notice concerning grants, benefits, and contracts



according to 5 U. S.C 8 553(a)(2). Therefore, a regulatory
flexibility analysis is not required for purposes of the

Regul atory Flexibility Act.

This action has been determ ned to be not significant for

pur poses of E. O 12866.

This programis excluded under E. O 12372.

Thi s docunent contains collection-of-information requirenents
subj ect to the Paperwork Reduction Act. Application

requi renents have been approved by OVB under Control Nunber
0648-0362. Public reporting burden for an application is
estimted to average 2 hours per response, including the tinme
for review ng instructions, searching existing data sources,
gat hering and mai ntaining the data needed, and conpleting and
reviewing the collection of information. Send comments
regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this
col l ection of information,

i ncl udi ng suggestions for reducing this burden, to

Ms. Ni kol a Garber (see FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT above).
The use of SF-LLL has been separately approved by OVB under

Control Nunber 0348-0046.

Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provision of the law, no person is

required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a



penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of
information subject to the requirenents of the Paperwork
Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays
a currently valid OVvB Control Nunber.

Dat ed:

Loui sa Koch
Acting Assistant Adm ni strator
O fice of Oceanic and At nospheric Research



MVEMORANDUM FOR: James R. Mahoney
Assi stant Secretary for Oceans and
At nosphere

FROM Loui sa Koch
Acting Assistant Adm nistrator

SUBJECT: Federal Register Notice for the Dean
John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fell owship
Program

| recomend that you concur with the publication of a Notice
in the Federal Register for the solicitation of applications
to the Dean John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship Program

The National Sea Gant Coll ege Program O fice (NSGCPO), in
fulfilling its broad educational responsibilities, initiated
the programin 1979 to provide an educati onal experience in
the policies and processes of the Legislative and Executive
branches of the Federal governnment. |In 1987, the United

St at es Congress recogni zed the program s val ue and sti pul at ed
that the Sea Grant Fellows Program beconme a formal part of the
Nati onal Sea Grant Coll ege Program act. Legislative branch
fellows are funded by the NSGCPO whil e Executive branch
fellows are funded by their hosting agency.

Based upon previous authorizations, this action is not
expected to be controversial.

This Notice has been sent to the Departnment of Commrerce,
Office of General Counsel, for concurrent revi ew

Cl eared by NOAA General Counsel

Dat e

James R Mahoney Dat e Concur Do not
concur



Assi stant Secretary for
Oceans and At nosphere

At t achnment



MEMORANDUM FOR: Loui sa Koch
Acting Assistant Adm ni strator
for NOAA Research

FROM Ni kola M Gar ber
Program Support Assi st ant
Dean John A. Knauss Marine Policy
Fel | owshi p Program

SUBJECT: Federal Register Notice of the Dean John A
Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship Progranis
Cl ass of 2004 Application Solicitation

Attached are three original copies of the Notice of
application solicitations for the Class of 2004 Dean John A.
Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship Programto be published in the
Federal Register as prescribed by the Federal Advisory
Committee Act Section 10 (a)(2).

RECOMVENDATI ON
That you sign the attached 3 original copies of the Federa
Regi st er Noti ce.

At t achnent s

ccC:
R Baird



